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Introduction:

In view of the keenness of the State of Kuwait to combat the
crime of trafficking in persons, which is considered as a
transnational international phenomenon not confined to a
specific country. Rather, it extends to include many countries,
with different forms and patterns from one country to the other.

This crime constitutes a flagrant breach of the principles of
human rights and his basic freedoms. All divine religions
guaranteed to man his dignity, rights and freedoms. Further,
this crime contradicts the deeply rooted values of the Kuwaiti
society for tolerance, fraternity, respect of others and not
undermining their rights or restricting their freedom.

In line with the above, the State of Kuwait was keen to exert
constant efforts in the field of combatting trafficking in persons
on the international and national scales in the following
manner:

First: most important international treaties and
conventions:

The Slavery Convention of 1926 .
Supplementary Convention for the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave
Trade, and Customs and Practices Similar to Slavery of 1956 .

Convention on Unpaid or Forced Labour No. 29 of 1930
Convention for the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons and
Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others of 1950 .

Convention for the Abolition of Forced Labour of 1957 .

Convention No. 182 of 1999 regarding the prohibition of the
worst forms of child labour and immediate measures to
eliminate it .

The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child on the Sale of children, Child Prostitution and Child
Pornography for the Year 2000.

The United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized
Crime and its Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children of 2000.

Second: National Legislations

The Constitution asserted in article 29 that all people are equal
in human dignity and equal in general rights and duties, without
discrimination between them on the basis of gender, origin,
language or religion.

Clause 4 of article (1) of law No.91 of 2013 in connection with
combatting trafficking in persons and smuggling of immigrants
included a definition of trafficking in persons in line with the
definition set forth in international treaties.

Further, it stipulated deterrent punishments to the perpetrators
of such crimes, taking into consideration the cases
of aggravation of punishment.

It introduced the liability of the legal person by stipulating the
punishment of the legal representative and actual manager of
the legal person by imprisonment.

In line with the development in the new forms of the crime, law
No.63 of 2015 in connection with information technology crimes
included the imprisonment punishment for everyone who
created a website or spread information using the internet or
any other information technology means for the intention of
trafficking or facilitating the trafficking in persons.

Third: national efforts for combatting
trafficking in persons and assisting victims:

Issuing the national strategy for the prohibition of trafficking in
persons and smuggling of immigrants, which consists of three
main topics (prevention, protection, building partnerships and
internal, regional and international cooperation.)

The establishment of the Permanent National Committee
concerned with implementing the National Strategy to Prevent
Trafficking in Persons and Smuggling of Migrants.

Issuing the national referral system for the prevention of
trafficking in persons, which includes a number of stages
starting with the identification of the victim, reporting and
transfer of victims, investigation and prosecution, then protec-
tion and assistance, and ending with voluntary return and
re-integration.

The public prosecution has the jurisdiction for investigation,
action, and prosecution in trafficking in person's crimes, and the
authority to refer the victims of these crimes to the medical
entities or social welfare institutions, as well as lodging in
shelter centers and legal assistance.

The Ministry of Interior established a specialized department in
combatting the trafficking in persons in 2015, which provides
protection to the victims and witnesses and the arrest of the
perpetrators.

The Public Authority for Manpower — Expatriate Manpower
Shelter Centre- provides residence, accommodation, social
welfare and rehabilitation.

Through its various facilities, the Ministry of Health provides
health and psychological welfare in line with the individual
needs of victims and submits medical reports on the condition
of the victims, in preparation for submitting them to the special-
ized entities.

Coordination with the international organizations and institutions
constantly to keep abreast of the developments on the interna-
tional scale for the protection and fostering of the practices for
preserving human rights.




